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Now we have passed the spring equinox, there’s more hope than we had with the uncertainties of a year 

ago.  The poem in Colin’s letter says it all. 

 

We look forward to seeing you when North Rode services resume on Palm Sunday (28th March when the 

clocks change), and on Easter day, both to be taken by Colin, when the church will be festooned with 

flowers. Bruce Lamb, who has become a good friend of the congregation, has to stand in until further 

noticeat his home church, St James’, Congleton, so we don’t know when we’ll see him again. 

 

Do please contact us with any comments/offers of help etc at newsletter@northrodechurch.org.uk 

 

Birthday Greetings   
Our best wishes go to:  

3rd April  Lynn Petts 70 

14th April Sheila Barber 80 (now living in Congleton) 

24th April Frederick Wilson (Kidd grandson) 

 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary wishes to John & 

Mary Rowbotham for Monday 5th April. 

 

In our Prayers 

 

Graham Sampson, is still in hospital for continued 

investigation following a stomach operation. Please 

remember Graham, Deidre and family. 

 

Howard Brown, recently hospitalised for the fitting of 

a pacemaker. (Howard has for many years opened 

and closed the church and wound the clock. His 

temporary indisposition has demonstrated our 

vulnerability in this respect.  We would like to hear 

from anyone who could assist on a temporary basis 

to allow Howard time to fully recover, and to possibly 

consider a longer term involvement ?) 

 

Please let katebean@btinternet.com know of the sick 

and any future birthdays we don’t know about, major 

ones for adults, any for children. 

 

Snippets 
 

Wolstenholme-Elmy Way 

We look forward to the opening of the Congleton Link 

road on Monday 19th April with a procession of classic 

cars, and on Friday 16th – Sunday 18th it’s open to 

walkers and cyclists. Locals will benefit with quicker 

access from south of Eaton to Viking Way (Tesco and 

M&S), West Heath, and Holmes Chapel and Sandbach 

Roads. The most  direct access to the A34 south is via 

the Brownlow lanes, which is far from ideal. 

  It’s not too late to donate to Marilyn and 

Shirley’s Marie Curie appeal, at our 

JustGiving site https://bit.ly/3b1N8UsT so 

that we can reach our £1000 target.  Please 

contribute if you can as their cancelled 

Daffodil collecting days are normally a major source 

of income, usually about £60K in the north-west 

alone. 

 

Marton School News 

Dear Friends 

This week I have been delighted to ‘Open’ school 

after Lockdown and it has been precious!! I wrote 

in my weekly Head’s Up this week: 

It has been nothing but a pleasure to open our 

doors and welcome your children back to school, 

it almost felt September like! Shiny shoes, longer 

hair and all a little excited and a little bit nervous. 

Amazingly, children adapt so well and by mid-

week; school felt ‘normal’. We have provided 

many opportunities for children to talk to staff 

and adults around school and I extend my thanks 

to the staff, particularly Mrs Woodmass and Mrs 

Potts for their wellbeing groups and surgeries 

that began this week. 

…and I really meant it! School has felt a very 

strange place without the noise and laughter of 

children and we are all delighted to be back to 

the routine and our daily tasks. 

As Spring approaches we are using our beautiful 

school grounds more now and look forward to 

warmer weather and sunshine activities ahead. 

We are also looking forward to welcoming more 

families and children to school. Do contact us if 

you are interested in joining our family at school! 

With best wishes  

Mrs Nevin J Deakin 



The Rector's Letter - April 

We are fortunate that here, in the northern hemisphere, Easter falls during springtime.  Living in this 

wonderful countryside we can see first-hand how nature is beginning to blossom all around us, 

unaffected by whatever may be happening in politics, or pandemics, or the Church of England. This has 

inspired many poets and hymn writers over the years.  Last Christmas I was given a book of the poems 

of Helen Steiner Rice (1900-1981) and I have just begun to read some of them.  One is called "Easter 

Reflections" and it tells of how God blesses us through the beauty of the spring season: 
 

With OUR EYES we see 

the beauty of Easter 

as the earth awakens once more. 

With OUR EARS we hear 

the birds sing sweetly 

to tell us Spring again is here. 

With OUR HANDS we pick 

the golden daffodils 

and the fragrant hyacinths. 

But only with OUR HEARTS 

can we feel the miracle of God's love 

which redeems all men. 

And only with OUR SOUL 

can we make our "pilgrimage to God" 

and inherit His Easter Gift of eternal life. 

 

During Eastertide we think especially about the miracle of the resurrection and of the "new life" that 

Jesus offers us. I am glad that, unlike last year, we will be able to celebrate Easter Day with a service in 

our Church.  It has been a tough twelve months, dark for many, and we are not out of the darkness just 

yet. But we will be.  Let us look forward in hope to all that God has in store for us, his Easter People. 

    Yours ever,   

    Colin   

Bruce Lamb, who normally takes the first 

service in the month, is having to take over 

his home church, St James’, Congleton, for 

the foreseeable future. He will be missed, 

but we are hoping to find replacements. 

In Howard Brown’s absence, please check 

with Norman Bebington, tel 223253, before 

visiting the church. 

 

March Sermons  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=4XEY1sIVYVU 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=VeWrQ55SZmQ 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=P_sRXg6yTmU 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=DpufKECP6zM 

 

http://northrodechurch.org.uk 

April 2nd 

Good Friday 

11.00 am 

 Meditation 

on the Cross 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

TBA 

April 4th 

Easter Sunday 

Flowers: 

Sue Bullock & 

helpers 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Bullock Family 

 

April 11th 

Easter 2 

Flowers: 

As last week 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Alastair 

Kennedy 

April 18th 

Easter 3 

Flowers:  

Ruth Shaw 

11.15 am 

Family Service 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Mr Keith Parrott 

Casey Burwood 

April 25th 

Easter 4 

Flowers:  

As last week 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

David Emmett 

May 2nd 

Easter 5 

Flowers: 

Sheila Kidd 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

TBA 

Charles Baxter 



Litter Patrol Update  

There has been a fantastic response from villagers wanting to join the litter patrol mentioned in last month’s 

newsletter, and we now have 12 families involved.  Sets of equipment have been delivered to all that wanted 

and by the tidy look of surroundings, they have already been put to good use! 

A recent bad crash on the A54 near Ethell’s Green, involving an overturned lorry, left lots of debris on the verges. 

In an early Sunday morning visit, whilst the road was quiet and using lookouts to slow traffic, the verges have 

now been cleared, and we also took the opportunity to spruce up the Church Lane sign. Thanks to Brenda Lomas, 

with Jenny and Steve Walker for their help. 

Stay Safe and be Visible 

Huw Williams 

 

Christmas Preparations Already! 
For a few years now St Michael’s, North Rode, have exhibited a Christmas tree at the 

Christmas Tree Festival, Gawsworth Church.  This year the festival will be from Friday 

3rd to Sunday 12th December.  Several members of the PCC arrange their slot and 

decorate the tree, which usually takes place on a Friday morning. North Rode PCC 

are asking if any of North Rode Villagers, family and friends would be willing to 

volunteer to help make some of the felt Christmas Tree Decorations  for the Twelve 

Days of Christmas theme. Mary Hobson has been so kind to 

make a start on the decorations together with Margaret 

Worthington, I think the Goose looks splendid.  Materials and 

templates can be sourced and provided if required. Full instructions and templates are 

waiting for you. We also have several volunteers from North Rode Women’s Institute, see 

the lovely Goose picture. Many hands make light work and for one set there are a total of 

seventy-eight pieces to be made. Should you be able to assist with this please contact Diane Lowe, Secretary 

North Rode PCC – Email:  lowe463@btinternet.com; Mobile: 07885 553177 or any other PCC representative. 

 

From Edward Tudor-Evans’ High Sheriff Reception 1997 

Syd and Joyce Biddulph Arthur and Barbara Malkin Bert and Beryl Mitchell 
Jean Moreton, Eric 

Robinson 



Arthur Gilman on his 95th Birthday by his Grandson 

Arthur John was born to Thomas and Maud 

Gilman at Anchors Lane Farm Thorncliffe, 

on 28th March 1926. Would you believe, he 

was the third of an original 12 siblings! 

Arthur has memories of walking to both 

school and Sunday School in Thorncliffe, 

until the growing Gilman family upped 

sticks and moved to Pye Ash Farm, Bosley, 

in 1937. This is when 11-year-old Arthur 

and his brother Bill herded 25 cattle the 9-

mile journey from farm to farm. Upon 

arrival, they were surprised to hear they 

had to milk them by hand through the 

night! Arthur attended St. Mary’s School in 

the village until he was 14 years old.  

With the nation at war during his teenage years, Arthur recalls ration cards, air raids and holding his lantern 

under his jacket when going out to check on the precious cattle. Arthur still has his gasmask- perhaps a bit less 

fashionable than the facemasks from the current day, but just as important! 

As time progressed and the war ended, Arthur joined the famous 

‘Bosley Farmers’ Tug of War team in 1948. Bosley Farmers 

progressed to ‘Cookies Eight’ of which Arthur is a founding member. 

As many know, Bosley Tug of War Club still endures both national 

and international success to this day. In the 1950’s, Arthur vividly 

recalls travelling to London to compete in the British Games at 

White City (he still has his tickets!).  As a local celebrity, he was even 

invited to be present at the unveiling of the Tug of War memorial 

stone in Bosley. 

As the 1950’s came to an end, a Congleton Young Farmers’ 

Christmas Dance was where he met his future wife,  Madge. A quick courting period led them to getting their 

own house together, Boughmoor Farm Timbersbrook, in October 1959. They married at Marton Church on 20th 

August 1960 and not long after their daughter Christine was born, followed by Dave & Jeff. 

In 1969 the Gilman 5 moved to Bramhall Hill Farm North Rode, where Madge and Arthur nested and farmed for 

many glorious years. In 1993 they moved to West Heath Congleton (known as ‘The Bungalow’ amongst family!) 

before the farm was eventually sold in 1998. Madge and Arthur are still well-known members of the community.  

Nowadays, Arthur has gained the title of Grandad and has 8 Grandchildren; all of which have extremely fond 

memories with him. He certainly knows how to keep everyone entertained, always having a laugh with family 

and friends. It is simply not an option to swing by ‘The Bungalow’ without a cuppa, a couple of sweet treats and 

the what’s what of local farms. Then of course there’s the dreaded family question: “You’re not jibbing are 

you?!”. In the presence of Arthur, it’s clean plates or you’re having it for tea! 

Retirement certainly isn’t a word that is in Arthur’s vocabulary 

and at 95 he still has a veg patch that many would be envious of. 

Up until lockdown began, he maintained his lifelong hobby of 

going to the cattle market every week; having been a regular 

visitor of Congleton, Chelford and Leek cattle markets 

respectively. As well as gardening, Arthur can often be seen 

‘coming up trumps’ at local whist drives and clearing out the 

raffle prizes! Surely, he must also be one of Britain’s oldest 

drivers, still having a clean license as a nonagenarian!  

August last year meant that Arthur and Madge celebrated their 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary. They were both extremely pleased to receive their card from the Queen (3 



weeks Arthur’s junior herself) and the card now acts as official evidence that he has been driving Madge up the 

wall for 60 years! 

Arthur now spends his afternoons sat in his chair watching the world go by from the kitchen window; listening 

out for the occasional ‘pip’ from family and friends passing by. He still takes his ‘stereos’ from t’Doctor (more 

commonly known as steroids, but not at ‘The Bungalow!’). This, and a tot of whisky in your Horlicks at night, is 

the secret to making it to 95 it would seem. Arthur has never objected to a good family ‘do’ in honour of his 

Birthday over the years, but unfortunately Covid has other ideas. He will undoubtedly make up for it in due 

course!  

Congratulations on your 95th Birthday, Arthur. A truly astonishing, humble and hilarious character known and 

loved by many. With all our love: Madge; Christine, Paul and Melissa; Dave, Heather, Sam, Charlie, Harry and 

Anna; Jeff, Tom, Danny and Rog xxx  

 

The Edwards Family 

Hollie and I moved to North Rode in October 2017 and it feels like one of the best 

decisions we’ve ever made. It’s been lovely to explore the local area and we’ve 

met lots of very friendly people whilst out and about walking with Alexandra our 

daughter, and Zelda and Indi our 2 pointers. 

Soon after moving here, in April 2018, we got married at Rushton Church followed 

by a reception (and a ceilidh) at Congleton Town Hall. I grew up in Rushton and 

both sides of my family have lived there for many generations – my dad’s side 

running Moss & Lovatt haulage and my mum’s side being farmers based at 

Earlsway House. 

Alexandra arrived in October 2019 and one of her current favourite things is a trip 

down through the Park to see the cows, horses and sheep (or “moooo”, “clip 

clop”, and “seep” as she puts it). Alex 

also really enjoys the two days a week she spends at Daintry Hall. We 

feel very fortunate to have such a friendly and well-run nursery a 20-

minute walk away through some lovely countryside. 

In terms of career, I qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 2010 and 

I’m currently Financial Controller for a large financial services group. 

Hollie is Senior Vet at Wright & Morten Farm Animal Services where 

she particularly enjoys working with beef suckler herds, although at 

this time of year though she can more commonly be found lambing 

sheep. Some of you may have noticed Hollie’s car departing in the 

early hours to on-call emergencies, usually a cow calving, which often leaves Alex distinctly unimpressed!  

When looking to move to this area we were very fortunate the previous occupants of our house, Mark and Jo 

Watson, were looking to move at the same time. Hollie and Alex have got to know Jo quite well since we moved 

here through her “Mama’s Voices” singing group which is great way for mums with small children to meet and 

spend some time together doing a fun activity. 

In our spare time we enjoy hill walking and managed to squeeze in 

three trips to the Lake District last year around the various 

lockdowns. We got Alex up Blencathra and Great Gable (amongst 

many other Wainwrights) and Covid-19 restrictions permitting 

we’re hoping to get to Scotland later this year to add our Munro 

tally. Hollie also loves to train our dogs for agility competition 

whilst I’ve been a motorsport fan since childhood. 

Looking to the future we hope to get more involved in village life, 

introducing more of you to Alex and the pointers, and to simply 

make the most out of living in this lovely area. 

- Richard, Hollie and Alexandra 



Nature Notes by John Lea 

Our resident water hen has found a new mate, she is very shy and hides.  He is still very cautious since I wore 

that Heron coloured jumper last year.  I usually top my birdfeeders up on alternate days and also ride down to 

the pond and scatter some food for my two ‘woggy hens’.  Round the North side of the Ha Ha the first Wild 

Primroses and Celandines were hiding from the sun.  On the pond a pair of Mallards have taken up residence, 

but are having trouble with a stray Drake trying to upset the marriage arrangements.  On a fencing post, right 

where I usually scatter the feed, was a cock Carrion Crow.  He is as cheeky as the cock bumped by a car last year, 

so was it his mate who died?  Whichever, this one is just as disrespectful to an old farmer, and showed it by just 

sitting on the fencing post and crowing.  Yes, I know all crows caw and screech, but in spring the male Carrion 

actually crows.  This one, sitting on a fencing post, about 20 yards away from me, took a deep breath, chest 

thrust out, head thrust back and…….. Well I can’t really describe it, but it looks like he is trying to swallow an 

Acorn.  The two ducks and the cock water hen watched from the other side of the pond, the cock crow and his 

mate also stood a respectful distance away as I scattered the food.  When I had driven about 30 yards I stopped 

to look back, all six were enjoying the food.  There was definitely a pecking order, the ducks topped it and the 

poor water hens had to dodge in as best they could. 

Unfortunately, I didn’t make the next feed run.  Anyway, I didn’t need to because the sparrowhawk is back.  Just 

sitting on the birdfeeder is not the best way to catch prey, but it certainly saves me a fortune in bird food. People 

talk about the threat of global warming, but at 85, and even in a wheelchair, I’ve found that the force of gravity 

is a more immediate danger. So, for a couple of days I just sat in the window nursing my wounds. Then a 

deputation came up from the pond.  Five ducks.  I watched them waddling up the field, cross over the lawn and 

onto the drive. I thought they would head for the birdfeeders to pick up the scraps, but no.  They came directly 

opposite the low lounge window where two of them looked straight at me.  Whatever they were saying didn’t 

look very polite, but when a huge van sped round the bend in the Lane, they panicked and fled. 

I had a flight of imagination as to what conversation had taken place at the pond.  “Who’s going to tell him we 

are hungry”?  The carrion crow said, “I’m not going, he might have a gun.”  The water hen said, “I’m not going, 

that sparrowhawk might get me.”  So, the ducks called in friends for backup and volunteered. 

 

 

FOOD AND DRINK QUIZ       Answers 

 

1. Retsina is native to which country?         Greece 

2. What is a crate of twelve bottles of wine called?        Case 

3. Which scientist discovered that yeast causes fermentation?     Louis Pasteur 

4. Who is the female wine expert on the BBC's 'Food and Drink' programme?   Jilly Goolden 

5. In which country is the wine-making area of Stellenbosch?      South Africa 

6. Which type of pasta’s name means “little worms”?       Vermicelli 

7. Which fruit is a cross between a blackberry and a raspberry?     Tayberry 

8. Which meat is used in Glamorgan sausages?      None- cheese 

9. What type of milk was mozzarella cheese originally made from?      Buffalo 

10. What is a carbonnade cooked in?          Beer 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S QUIZ- The Arts 

 

1.   In which Ayrshire village was Robbie Burns born? 

2.   ‘Les Fauves’ was a name given to a group of artists that included Matisse. What does Fauves mean? 

3.  Which novel by Charles Dickens is centred on Marshalsea Prison? 

4.   The artist Marc Chagall spent a lot of f time in France but where did he originate from? 

5.   Who were Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell? 

6.   Pollock Country Park Glasgow is the home of which major art collection? 

7.   In the Uncle Remus stories of Joel Chandler Harris, who is the principle adversary of Brer Rabbit? 

8.   Who assembled at the Tabard Inn Southwark? 

9.   Which painter developed the technique of pointillism? 

10. How did writer and adventurer Ernest Hemingway die? 

Answers next month 


